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Australian housing crisis escalates as affordability worsens 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Powell confirms rate cuts likely 'at some point' this year 


ELIZA BAVIN






Nobel Prize-winning economist Daniel Kahneman dies 


ELIZA BAVIN






Threats outside the Australian financial system build: RBA 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Why this fundie sees the economy making a hard landing 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Chalmers expected to deliver Budget surplus 


ELIZA BAVIN









Zenith welcomes back original partner 


ELIZA BAVIN






Income AM bolsters sales function 


ELIZABETH FRY






Frontier promotes four staff members 


ELIZABETH FRY






Nest appoints interim chief executive 


ELIZA BAVIN






JANA appoints new investment trusts leads 


ELIZA BAVIN






Macquarie executive to become chief product officer at BT 


JAMIE WILLIAMSON









Count completes Solutions Centric deal, reconsiders another 


JAMIE WILLIAMSON






Court delays DASS class action settlement approval 


KARREN VERGARA






A quarter of advised Australians nervous about retirement 


ELIZA BAVIN






Former adviser slapped with 12 charges 


KARREN VERGARA






Count brings advice firm to network 


KARREN VERGARA






Tranche one of advice reforms hits parliament 


KARREN VERGARA









Suncorp sells NZ life business to Resolution Life 


JAMIE WILLIAMSON






Overhaul of TPD structure, pricing needed: MLC Life 


CHLOE WALKER






Major decline in group insurance coverage: ASFA 


ANDREW MCKEAN






New life insurance regulations rolled out 
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iExtend finds interim arrangement to operate 
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Generation Development Group nears $3bn 
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Regal shutters East Point AM 
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ETF market to soar 30%: State Street 
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Morningstar warns of stretched valuations in Australian equities 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Rest teams up with Fidelity to launch new fund 


ELIZA BAVIN






IMF flags concerns over 'risky' private credit market 


ELIZA BAVIN






Monochrome makes play to become first spot Bitcoin ETF in Australia 


ANDREW MCKEAN









Court rejects Provide Capital's 'illogical' application 


KARREN VERGARA






CSLR kicks off, 2k await compensation 
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ASIC wins greenwashing case against Vanguard 


JAMIE WILLIAMSON






Financial Conduct Authority cracks down on finfluencers, firms 
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Director facing $13k fine in first of its kind action from ASIC 


ELIZA BAVIN






Wholesale investor tests up for parliamentary review 
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AFCA flags legal uncertainty on SMSF wholesale test 
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New SMSF solution for Islamic Australians launched 
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How will Division 296 Tax impact farmers? 


CHLOE WALKER






Proposed super tax requires perspective: Expert 
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Teals will push for super tax indexation: Burgess 


CHLOE WALKER






Younger Aussies embracing SMSFs, guidance needed 


CHLOE WALKER









Qantas Super taps fintech as an investment consultant 
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Corporate super fund to be terminated 


JAMIE WILLIAMSON






Super advice fee deductions compound red tape: JAWG 


KARREN VERGARA






Super funds' IDR process weak, inadequate: AFCA 
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Treasury mulls transfer balance credit provision reforms 
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Senate Committee endorses Superannuation Objective Bill 


ANDREW MCKEAN









Wealth firm gears up to change administrator 


ANDREW MCKEAN






AMP upgrades North investment platform 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Experts issue warning over AI washing 
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GBST upgrades WealthConnect platform 


ANDREW MCKEAN






Financial services 300x more likely to get hacked: Expert 


CHLOE WALKER
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The latest issue of Financial Standard now available as an e-newspaper
READ NOW






Latest in SuperannuationJAMIE WILLIAMSON
Corporate super fund to be terminated

Another of the few remaining standalone corporate superannuation funds will close its doors this year.

READ FULL STORY







Latest in SuperannuationKARREN VERGARA
Super funds' IDR process weak, inadequate: AFCA

Superannuation funds are increasingly flouting their internal dispute resolution (IDR) process and are not doing enough to resolve member complaints before they reach the Australian Financial Complaints Authority (AFCA).

READ FULL STORY







Latest in InvestmentJAMIE WILLIAMSON
Citi scores $13bn custody, admin mandate

Citi Securities Services added an ASX-listed investment manager and advice group to its client book.

READ FULL STORY







Latest in Executive AppointmentsJAMIE WILLIAMSON
Macquarie executive to become chief product officer at BT

BT has appointed a longstanding Macquarie executive as its next chief product officer, replacing Kathy Vincent.

READ FULL STORY







Latest in SuperannuationANDREW MCKEAN
Senate Committee endorses Superannuation Objective Bill

The Senate Economics Legislation Committee has recommended the passage of the Superannuation (Objective) Bill 2023, marking its likely enactment.

READ FULL STORY
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Hejaz awards technology mandate to wealth platform
ANDREW MCKEANHejaz has appointed wealth fintech Openmarkets to equip its in-development Shariah-compliant investment platform with trading and execution technology solutions.

Super advice fee deductions compound red tape: JAWG
KARREN VERGARAThe Joint Associations Working Group (JAWG) says new laws that enable superannuation funds to deduct financial advice fees will have the opposite effect of reducing red tape and can make advice even more unaffordable.

Forager schedules LIT delisting
KARREN VERGARAThe Forager Australian Shares Fund (FOR) is set to delist from the ASX after facing continuous limited liquidity issues and persistently trading below its net asset value.

Non-compete clauses come under the microscope
ELIZA BAVINResearch reveals around one-fifth of Australia's workforce is subject to a non-compete.
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 Not too big, not too small





 Fixed income: Doing its job





 An alternative approach
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	Financial Planning
		


Count completes Solutions Centric deal, reconsiders another
JAMIE WILLIAMSON   Count has finalised the acquisition of Solutions Centric, but flagged another of its recently announced deals isn't going to plan.
Court delays DASS class action settlement approval
KARREN VERGARA   The Federal Court has delayed approving the $16 million class action settlement against Dixon Advisory & Superannuation Services (DASS) as it seeks more information.
MORE FINANCIAL PLANNING




	Investment
		


Regal shutters East Point AM
KARREN VERGARA   One year since post-acquisition, Regal Partners has shuttered East Point Asset Management (EPAM) following a period of "challenging performance" and the exit of a seed investor.
ETF market to soar 30%: State Street
KARREN VERGARA   Australia's exchange-traded fund (ETF) sector is tipped to rise 30% in 2024, buoyed by passive equity and fixed income products, State Street predicts.
MORE INVESTMENT




	Insurance
		


Suncorp sells NZ life business to Resolution Life
JAMIE WILLIAMSON   Resolution Life has acquired Asteron Life New Zealand for NZ$410 million.
Overhaul of TPD structure, pricing needed: MLC Life
CHLOE WALKER   Close to half of Australian workers have three months or less savings to get them through a disability impacting their ability to work, and women are particularly at risk, according to new research by MLC Life Insurance.
MORE INSURANCE




	SMSF
		


AFCA flags legal uncertainty on SMSF wholesale test
KARREN VERGARA   Financial advisers must be mindful of the "legal uncertainty" that exists when applying the appropriate wholesale test on self-managed super funds (SMSF), according to the Australian Financial Complaints Authority (AFCA).
New SMSF solution for Islamic Australians launched
ELIZA BAVIN   The new SMSF solution will allow Australian Muslims to invest in property while avoiding paying interest.
MORE SMSF











	Economics
		


Australian housing crisis escalates as affordability worsens
ANDREW MCKEAN   Rising interest rates and weak disposable income growth have caused housing affordability to drop to its lowest point in decades, according to Queensland Investment Corporation (QIC) senior economists.
Powell confirms rate cuts likely 'at some point' this year
ELIZA BAVIN   The US Federal Reserve chair confirmed the central bank is looking to slash interest rates in 2024.
MORE ECONOMICS




	Regulatory
		


Court rejects Provide Capital's 'illogical' application
KARREN VERGARA   The federal court has rejected Provide Capital's "illogical" application to prevent ASIC conducting further investigation into the firm.
CSLR kicks off, 2k await compensation
KARREN VERGARA   The Compensation Scheme of Last Resort (CSLR) today opened its doors, ready to compensate about 2000 claimants who have long waited for redress.
MORE REGULATORY






	Executive Appointments
		


Zenith welcomes back original partner
ELIZA BAVIN   Ben Davis is set to return to the business in May.
Income AM bolsters sales function
ELIZABETH FRY   One year after it tried to buy a controlling stake in FIIG Securities, Income Asset Management has hired a team of fixed income specialists from the firm.
MORE EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS




	Superannuation
		


Qantas Super taps fintech as an investment consultant
ANDREW MCKEAN   Qantas Super has partnered with Ortec Finance, a fintech company headquartered in Rotterdam, as an investment performance consultant.
Corporate super fund to be terminated
JAMIE WILLIAMSON   Another of the few remaining standalone corporate superannuation funds will close its doors this year.
MORE SUPERANNUATION
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Wealth firm gears up to change administrator
ANDREW MCKEAN   Acclaim Wealth is preparing to conduct a data migration for its AMG Super Personal Pension Division next week, involving approximately 6000 members with funds under management of $1.6 billion.
AMP upgrades North investment platform
ANDREW MCKEAN   AMP's North wrap platform has introduced a feature that enables financial advisers to select investments by entering a client's target portfolio weightings.
MORE TECHNOLOGY




	Family Office
		


Family offices still love hedge funds: Preqin
CHLOE WALKER   The number of family office investors allocating to hedge funds increased by 10% from 2022 to 2023, and has doubled since 2015, according to new research by Preqin.
HNWI collecting activity stoops: Knight Frank
CHLOE WALKER   Despite a slew of record-breaking sales, luxury investment markets weakened in 2023, according to the Knight Frank Luxury Investment Index (KFLII).
MORE FAMILY OFFICE
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Where do advisers invest their time?

The stage 3 tax cuts have sparked discussions on bracket creep. Implementing a tax-effective investment strategy is crucial now more than ever.

Sponsored by
[image: ]

	

[image: ]
Quality and Yield. A Powerful combination.

With central bank rates seemingly peaked, investors are not awaiting yield increases. We're bucking the trend with investment rates at decadal highs
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'Guide To' Series
Pocket investment guides featuring adviser case studies and a glossary.

MORE INFO
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Publisher's Forum
Investing trends and strategies from the industry’s thought leaders.

MORE INFO
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Product Showcases
Putting the spotlight on investment products that matter.

MORE INFO
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Paul Tynan
Chief Executive Officer
Connect Financial Service Brokers
Why advisers should consider offering general insurance to HNW clients
I have read many articles over the years about servicing high-net-worth (HNW) clients in the financial services industry.
READ MORE
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David Carney
Director
Aspect Partners Pty Ltd
The role of AI in financial planning: Insights from the US
Ever since ChatGPT burst onto the scene late last year, generative AI has been front and centre of business discussions and financial planning, just like ...
READ MORE
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Prue Cheeseman
Personal Wealth Manager
HLB Mann Judd Wealth Management (NSW)
Considerations when nominating a charity for your super upon death
There has been a lot of talk lately about the upcoming great wealth transfer, and you might be wondering where charities fit into all this.
READ MORE
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Paul Miron
Managing Director
Msquared Capital
The end of free money
With institutional investors prudently reassessing their risks in current market conditions and seeking safe havens in alternatives such as secured private ...
READ MORE






	
	










Industry Events
	MORE INDUSTRY EVENTS







APR
24

Ideas for Impact - Accelerating Australia's Energy Transition 






MAY
14-15

SIAA 2024 






MAY
23

Future Investment Forum 






JUN
6

MAX & Investment Leadership Awards 






JUN
13

Technical Services Forum 










Featured Profile
	MORE PROFILES







[image: ]Fiona Mann
HEAD OF LISTED EQUITIES AND ESG
BRIGHTER SUPER
Brighter Super head of listed equities and ESG Fiona Mann was shaped by a childhood steeped in military-like discipline and global nomadism. Andrew McKean writes.
READ MORE
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SUBSCRIBE


[image: ]





[image: ]Principal Subscription for $495 for 1 year.

SUBSCRIBE


[image: ]





	
	
	







	





ACCESS MORE CONTENT
FS Advice
The Australian Journal of Financial Planning.
MORE INFO
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ACCESS MORE CONTENT
FS Super
The Journal of Superannuation Management.
MORE INFO
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ACCESS MORE CONTENT
FS Private Wealth
The Journal of Family Office Investment.
MORE INFO
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ACCESS MORE CONTENT
FS Managed Accounts
The Journal for Managed Account Professionals.
MORE INFO
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ACCESS MORE CONTENT
FS Sustainability
Integrating ESG for risk and return.
MORE INFO
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	Download the app
Premium subscribers can access even more content from Financial Standard.
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